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The Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL), the nation’s foremost repository for
homeland security policy and strategy information, has widened its access to the public
and has redesigned the website for improved usability.
These changes mean anyone interested in homeland security research can now easily
have unrestricted access to about half the total collection, more than 40,000 policy and
strategy documents produced by many United States government agencies and
departments. Previously, access to the full collection was largely limited to homeland
security officials and researchers. The new design highlights the HSDL’s reputation as a
premier source for homeland security research, with major features appearing front and
center on the homepage.
The site is used daily by professionals such as John Rollins of the Congressional Research Service.
“As I have a variety of national and homeland security interests, I find it the perfect place to undertake a one-stop
shopping review of research that has emerged over the past 24 hours,” Rollins said.
Rollins added that he often refers colleagues to the HSDL and that widening access is likely to result in more use.
“I suspect that the more material that is made publicly available, the greater the likelihood that interest and use of the
site will increase, which will hopefully lead to a more informed debate about pressing homeland security issues.” he
said.
In addition to opening part of the collection, this online resource, which is part of the Center for Homeland Defense
and Security in Monterey, Calif., revamped its look and feel to make it easier than ever to research presidential
directives and executive orders, national strategy documents, legislation, white papers, original research, and more.
Although largely comprised of reports, this specialized and unique library provides a wide range of homeland
security subject matter in various formats including videos, slide presentations, maps, databases, and statistics.
The convenience of having all these resources collected at one online destination is a real time saver for busy
homeland security professionals, officials, researchers and students who need authoritative information as real-time
events happen.
Another significant advantage of using the HSDL is the confidence of knowing all the resources included in the
collection are carefully evaluated by librarians and reviewers who verify the content is from a reliable source.
“The information has been vetted and validated,” said Greta Marlatt, HSDL Content Manager and NPS Library
liaison. “Generally, information is all on the open web but is intermingled with a lot of junk so we review it and select
only the quality information which, in turn, saves the user a lot of time.”
In addition to researching the web, many documents are mined from the original source.
One of the additional services the library’s staff provides is to review and select key resources in the HSDL and
organize them into Featured Topics. The Featured Topics section highlights important homeland security issues
such as border security, mass evacuation and fusion centers.
Opening public access to the U.S. government documents will increase the library’s online visibility, attracting those
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who qualify to utilize the full collection but were previously unaware of the resource. Requesting an account to view
the full set of materials is easily done online at www.hsdl.org.
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